
The Great Organelle Debate 
Making the Cell Great Again! 

 
Your name:         Debate will be held:   / /  

Group Members:               

Your Organelle:         

 

Overview: 

You and your friends are part of a campaign committee and your job is to get someone elected to office. 
Your job would mainly entail getting the word out about your candidate to as many people as possible. 
You would want the world to know how important, capable, and necessary your candidate would be to 
the health and welfare of your country. In addition, you want to let as many people as possible know how 
incapable and corrupt your candidate’s opponents are. This is more commonly known as mudslinging or 
smearing and is also part of the job of the campaign committee. 
 
Now imagine for a second that your candidate is one of the organelles of the eukaryotic cell and your job 
is to elect your organelle to the highest position in the land…or cell in this case. PRESIDENT of the CELL 
(aka Supreme Ruler of All Other Not Quite As Good Organelles). You will have to argue that without your 
organelle, the cell, the organism and consequently the world as we know it will collapse. You are arguing 
this to me, each other, and various other teachers/administrators I ask to come take part of the campaign 
process. I expect you to understand the details of your organelle including, but not limited to: 
 

 What the organelle looks like in the cell 

 What their job is (role does it play in the cell) 

 What other organelles depend on them 

 What the cell and the organism would lack if that organelle did not exist or malfunctioned 

 

Instructions: 

Understand the purpose of this activity: For you to demonstrate and apply your knowledge of the cell 
organelles and to make scientific arguments. If you are not doing those two things, you are not 
completing the assignment! 
 

You will be working in groups of 3 and NO MORE! You may choose from one of the following 
Organelle Candidates: 

 Candidate Nucleus 
 Candidate Ribosome 
 Candidate Cell Membrane 
 Candidate Mitochondria 
 Candidate Chloroplast 
 Candidate Lysosome 
 Candidate Endoplasmic Reticulum 
 Candidate Golgi Apparatus 



There are 3 main parts to your campaign... 

Part 1: Literature Campaign                                    Due:     

You will have to create and hand up campaign posters/pamphlets around the classroom, halls, and other 
areas of the school. These should be posters that promote your organelle by defining its structure and 
function relating that to its importance to the life of the cell, the organism, or even the ecosystem that 
organism lives in. [example: how important is the chloroplast to a plant cell, a plant or the ecosystem the 
plant lives in given that it performs photosynthesis?] 

-----Posters need to be in at least three (3) locations around school----- 

 

Part 2: Mudslinging                                           Due:      

You will also be making posters and pamphlets to run your smear campaign. For those not familiar, a 
smear campaign is when instead of convincing your audience how great you are, you convince the 
audience how terrible your opponent is. You will need: 

 3 smear pamphlets/posters that point to any shortcomings, diseases, mutations, or 
malfunctions associated with THREE other organelles. 

 This means you will have to do research on some other organelles as well. Have fun with 
these but they MUST BE FACTUAL AND APPROPRIATE! 

 Being cute, clever and punny is totally appropriate. However, doing that without providing 
researched, factual information is not enough to demonstrate mastery. 

 

Part 3: Election Day                                           Due:      

Your voters have read your pamphlets and they have seen your smear campaign, but they have yet to 
hear from you directly. Your group (or one representative from your group) must stand and deliver a full 
on campaign speech.  You must dress the part professionally and this must be accompanied by a 
poster, PowerPoint presentation, video you have made, or some sort of performance.  In your 
speech, you need to convince the voters that-based on structure and function-your organelle is the most 
important and should be in charge.  
 
At the same time you have to respond to your opponents smear campaigns that have hit you. Limit 
speeches to 6-10 minutes. Your group will provide me with a transcript or outline of the speech on the 
same day. After all speeches a ballot will be cast and a small portion of your grade will be based on the 
percentage of votes that you get. 

 

The DO’s and DO NOT’s: 
 No threatening under/upperclassman please 
 No bribery…OF ANY KIND! 
 Be creative, go above and beyond the call of duty: feel free to make buttons, business cards, 

stickers, pencils, etc. this is up to you! 
 If you DO depend on me to make copies, I don’t mind to help but copies will be in Black and White! 

 
 
 
 



 

Additional Campaign Information: 
 
DEADLINES: 
Deadlines will be part of the grade for each of the assignments. The posters need to be hung up long 
enough prior to Election Day so that students around the school will see them. Thus, deadlines for these 
two assignments (your campaign and smear campaign) will be important and a part of your grade. This 
may mean you will have to work on them outside of class. Please get used to a consistent out of class 
effort. Failure to meet deadlines will result in a lower grade, and this may cause embarrassment for you 
come Election Day. 
 

Part 1: The Campaign 
This is your first chance to communicate with your potential voters so you will want to make a poster or 
pamphlet that is eye catching, informative and convincing. These will be hung up in the hallways, 
classrooms, restrooms, etc., so it should not be too wordy. It should get people’s attention and contain the 
most important information about your organelle that makes it better than all the rest.  
 
Your campaign pamphlet/poster/other materials should include… 

 An eye catching title or Campaign Slogan 
 A labeled picture of where it is in the cell 
 A description of its role in the cell 

o Remember: voters are generally pretty uneducated so don’t get crazy technical, but 
be sure you have clearly describe what it does in the cell. 

 A brief description of its structure. What it is made of? How it is arranged? How does its 
structure help to carry out its function? 

 A description or account of why it is so important. What does it make/do for the cell? The 
body? How does it help the organism? Ecosystem? 

 THE DATE, TIME, CLASS BLOCK and PLACE OF THE ELECTION SO THAT PEOPLE 
READING IT KNOW WHERE AND WHEN TO VOTE FOR YOU!!! 

 

Part 2: The Smear Campaign 
Here is where you get a chance to bash the other organelles (professionally of course) and try to steer 
voters away from voting for other organelles. You must choose at least two other organelles to smear, 
but may bash them all if you prefer. How many is up to you, but if you want to win the campaign and get 
those points, you are going to have to work for it! 
 
Your smear pamphlet/poster should include… 

 The name of the organelle you are smearing with a smear Slogan 
 A labeled picture of where it is in the cell 
 A description of the shortcoming of the cell: what does it do and how is that not as 

important as your organelle’s function? 
 A description of any diseases, mutations, or malfunctions associated with your 

opponent’s organelle. You must RESEARCH this part! 
 The date, time, class block, and place of the election so that people reading it know 

where and when to vote for you!! 
 
 
 



Part 3: Election Day 
Let’s face it, most voters these days are easily hypnotized by dazzling graphics, stats, and diagrams. What 
will you provide for your voters to look at while they listen to you promote your cell organelle? You 
should make a poster, PowerPoint, video or performance to refer to as you give your speech. 
 
Your Election Day Poster/PowerPoint/Other approved project should include… 

 A title which includes the name of your organelle with your campaign slogan 
 A picture of the organelle or a picture of where it is located in the eukaryotic cell 
 A more detailed description of its structure and function (more detailed than your flier). 

Details should include what it does, what it uses, what it gives off or provides for the 
cell, and any organelles that depend on it! 

 The three biggest reasons why any voter should vote for your organelle (what would the 
world be like without it?) 

 Three reasons why voters should not vote for any of the other organelles (be 
specific…because “mine is better” is not a reason). Feel free to elaborate on your smear 
campaigns for this section. 

 

The Transcript: 
There is no way I am going to let you stand up in front of a classroom full of your peers and “wing it.” I am 
not interested in you looking any worse that your absolute best and so I am going to make sure you are as 
prepared as you can be. 
 
What is a transcript? 
A transcript is basically a written out version of the speech you are going to make. It is evidence that you 
went over your notes, pulled out the most important and compelling information, and prepared it in a 
way that is interesting and presentable. 
 
What needs to be in my transcript? 
Basically what you plant on talking about for 6-10 minutes. This should include the main points of your 
poster/presentation and anything else you feel will get you votes. Also, you should include some 
response or defense against any smear campaigns that were run against you. You will not lose points if 
you stray from your transcript a bit to defend yourself or answer questions from your audience. This 
should be more like a detailed outline than a script: 
 

 The five points your group will be assessed/graded on are: 
1. Originality of the campaign 
2. The smear campaign 
3. Speech with transcript 
4. Election Day Poster or Presentation 
5. Percentage of the votes (effectiveness of your campaign) 


