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Course Description: Welcome to Biology! Students will investigate biological systems at the 

molecular, cellular, and macro biological levels. The goal of this course is to enable you to use 

biology as a tool to see the interconnectivity and organization of all life! While many areas of 

biology require the memorization of terms or processes, this course will NOT be about 

memorizing the facts. You will gain the knowledge you will need to analyze and apply it in the 

broader context of science. This course moves from the very small (atoms & cells) to the very 

large (animals, systems, & populations) and much of what we learn in the first semester will be 

applied in the second semester. Every student will be challenged to develop and use creative and 

critical thinking skills within the field of biology, and every student can succeed! 

 

Course Outline: (These should be labeled on binder divider tabs) 

 

First Semester: Second Semester 
1. Characteristics of Life 6. Meiosis & Genetics 

2. Biochemistry 7. Evolution 

3. Cell Energy 8. Ecology 

4. Protein Synthesis 9. Plants 

5. The Cell & Cell Division 10. Animals 

 11. Classification 

 12. Human Impact 

A unit exam will conclude each unit of study. This class also has a Kentucky End of Course 

(EOC) Exam which students will be prepared to take at the culmination of the course. 

 

Learning Resources/Required Materials: 
 Textbook(s): Prentice Hall Biology 

 3-ring binder with loose leaf paper (I recommend that you hole-punch any handouts and graded 

assignments and put them in your binder). 

 Writing utensil and highlighters. 

 Energy (in the form of Adenosine Triphosphate as well as mental focus). 

*With the emergence of technology as a tool for learning, we will be utilizing various resources to assist 

with instruction, including Edmodo, Socrative App on Smartphones, the clicker system, online 

textbooks & a class website, as well as interactive websites for labs. In addition to these web based 

instructional tools, this course will have a classroom set of textbooks. Should you feel that you would 

benefit from having a textbook at home in addition to the classroom, please contact me at any time. 

COURSE TITLE: ESL Biology                      Planning Blocks: (A): 3rd Block, (B) 1st Block 

TEACHER NAME: Mrs. Keia Newsome   E-MAIL: keia.scott-newsome@fayette.kyschools.us 

ROOM:  601                                                  PHONE: 1-859-381-3546 ext. 1601 

CLASS WEBSITE: www.newsomebiology.com 
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Expectations for the Classroom: 
Think. Work. Be Involved. Be consistently curious. LEARN. Check class website. You will thrive! 

 

Rules: 

1. We are always positive & respectful in the classroom. 

2. The materials in the classroom (as well as cleanliness of the class) are to your benefit-please treat 

them with care. 

3. Be polite-we will use our manners when addressing each other. 

4. TRY YOUR BEST. All of your work should be your best work. 

5. Respect “my time” and will respect “you time.” 

Every single member of this class is responsible for maintaining the classroom environment and 

for doing their OWN work. 

Policy for Electronic Devices: Since Biology is packed with a lot of terms, concepts, and ideas, it is 

pertinent that students give their full attention during instructional time. Electronic devices will only be 

allowed, when I give permission to use them. If caught using an electronic device during instructional 

time for any reason it will be taken away and sent to “Cell Phone Prison” for the duration of class. You 

do the crime, your device will do the time. 

Consequences: 

1. You will be reminded of the rules by me or another classmate/teacher and kindly asked to alter 

your behavior. 

2. You and I will council privately and will collaborate on possible solutions. 

3. Parents will be contacted and involved in the creation of possible solutions. 

4. If you continually create a hostile classroom environment, you may be removed from the 

classroom and asked to work privately. This will result in administration stepping in. 

o If you violate “my time” procedures, the consequence is the loss of “your time.” 

Classroom Policies: 

1. You are welcome to eat or drink in class so long as NO TRASH or messes are left behind. If you 

are unable to enjoy this privilege while maintaining the cleanliness of our classroom, this 

privilege will be lost. 

2. On most days, there will be a bell ringer activity on the board, you should begin working on it as 

soon as you enter the room and put your answer on your bell ringer sheet (which will be 

provided). Please DO NOT lose this sheet-it is important to your overall grade. 

3. Given the location in the building, you may be dismissed from class 1-2 minutes before the bell. 

Please REMAIN AT YOUR DESKS until you are dismissed by me. Your early dismissal is 

dependent upon students not lining up at the door. 

4. If you would like to leave class to use the restroom, get a drink of water, etc., you will need to ask 

me for the hall pass. You will be allotted a certain amount of passes per semester to leave the 

class. 
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Late Work: 

Homework must be completed on the day it is due. Long-term projects must be turned in on the 

previously scheduled date. If a student is absent on that day, they must turn in the assignment the 

day they return to possibly receive full credit. For every day late thereafter, their highest possible 

grade will be a 70 or a lower standard. All other late work will be handled on a case-by-case 

basis: students must see me in extenuating circumstances. 

Cheating: 

If you are instructed to work independently on an assignment, you should work independently. 

On most assignments, you will be allowed and encouraged to collaborate and discuss with your 

classmates in order to further develop your ideas. However, under no circumstances are you to 

copy answers off a classmate. To do so will be considered cheating. The consequences of 

cheating may include a zero for the assignment, as well as the notification of parents and/or 

administration. 

Absences: 

If you must miss class for any reason, a description of our class activities, as well as links to 

notes and assignments, can be found on our class website. I will update the website at the end of 

every “B” day.  

Traditional Grading Calculations & Policy; 

20% Formative Assessment + 65% Summative Assessment + 15% EOCT or Final Exam 

A= 100-92% 

B= 91-83% 

C= 82-74% 

D= 73-65% 

Failing= 64 and below 

 

*Mrs. Newsome’s Grades Guarantee: You 

have full control over your success. I will 

not alter any grade based on request or 

proximity to a desired level. Every decision 

you make throughout the year will lead to a 

predictable outcome with criteria that is 

consistent for every student.  

 

*Formative Assessment include, but are not 

limited to homework, class work, labs, 

quizzes, practice tests, rough drafts, and 

sections of projects/research 

papers/presentations. 

*Summative Assessments include, but are 

not limited to unit tests, unit projects, final 

projects, final essays, final research papers, 

and final presentations. 

-Work Habits will also be evaluated every 

term based on the categories of 

Responsibility, Participation, Assignment 

Completion, & Interpersonal Skills. 
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Standards Based grading: 
 Assessments will be both formative (practice/homework) and summative (projects, 

quizzes and exams), however, the formative assessments will not be graded. These assignments 

and practices will appear with a “score” in the grade book to document practice and progress 

towards mastery of our learning standards, however, those points will not count in any way 

towards the final grade. 

o If a student wishes to retake a graded assessment (test, quiz or project), they will 

have two additional opportunities. If they choose to opt out of the initial exam, 

they will only have two more opportunities on the assessment. 

o In order to qualify for those opportunities, they must demonstrate that they are 

working towards additional learning accurately completing the assignments they 

are missing or were not completed to a “meeting level.” 

o All re-testing and make up work must be completed within 2 weeks of the original 

assessment date unless there is an extenuating circumstances. 

o If a student, who is present in class, chooses to not participate in an assessment on 

the scheduled day, they will have the two additional opportunities to demonstrate 

proficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                [---------------2 Weeks to Complete This Process---------------] 

 

Communication of Progress: 
 It is recommended to send me periodic emails or phone calls to check on the progress of 

your student. 

 

 Note: Students’ grades can be checked online through Infinite Campus. I highly 

recommend contacting me for updates as the grades on-line may not accurately represent 

your student’s level of achievement. 

 

 Progress reports for this class will be sent home throughout the semester. 

 

 Grade reports (report cards) are sent home every 9 weeks by the school. 

 

Original 

Assessment 

taken and 

scores 

reported to 

students 

Met Standard 
Congratulations! Thanks for the hard 

work! 

Did Not Meet 

Standard 

Complete all 

missing work. 

Re-test up to 

2 more times. 
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Calculating your grade: 
Please remember that you will have two types of grades in your gradebook: 

1. Formative grades: practice homework/labs that are recorded so we can monitor the 

amount of effort you are investing and your growth as a learner. These grades will not be 

used to calculate your overall grade in class. 

2. Summative grades: these are the test, quizzes and projects that demonstrate what you 

have learned and are the only grades used to calculate your overall grade in class. 

 

Your work in class will be graded on a 4-point scale using the following criteria: 

 

Grade Level of 

Achievement 

*Percent value 

 (if applicable) 

4 Exceeding 90-100% 

3 Meeting 70-89% 

2 Approaching 60-69% 

1 Beginning 0-59% 

*These values may change based on school or department policy changes* 

 

 The calculation of your grade within each individual Priority Standard will be based on 

these scores from your summative work within that standard. Some priority standards will only 

have one or two summative assessments, whereas others may have three or more. 

 

Grading the individual Priority Standards: 

o A or EX= Most Assessment/Assignments are 4 with some 3’s but no 2’s or 1’s. 

o B or ME= Most Assessment/Assignments are 3 with some 4’s but no 2’s or 1’s. 

o C or AP= A mixture of 4’s, 3’s and 2’s but no 1’s. 

o F or BE= A mixture of 4,3,2, and 1. Yes, even one 1 will earn a failing grade. 

 

In addition, the department grade book uses “Power Law” to determine the overall grade for 

each Priority Standard. Power Law is a “Growth Trend” which uses scores from assessments 

over time to determine a student’s current level of understanding of a priority standard. The 

last scores are worth more than the first scores. For example: if you earned a score of a “4” 

on an assessment for Priority Standard #2 and 3 weeks later earned a “2” on the same priority 

standard, your grade will be the 2 and not an average of those two scores into “3”. 

 

 Your final grade in class will then be based on the 4’s, 3’s, 2’s, and 1’s that you have 

received from each of your priority standards combined, following the same rules as above. 

Please note, that if you have a final score of a “1” within any Priority Standard, you will fail 

the course. This makes it essential that you complete all make up work and assessments when 

you are given the opportunity to do so. 

 


