
 

 

Name:        Date:      Block:    

 

Things are getting chaotic in the Wild Wild Cell, and you are a sheriff on the hunt for 
an infamous organelle that has been up to no good! While outlaws are typically 
thought of in a negative light, they sometimes have redeeming qualities that provide 
balance. Robin Hood is a fictitious outlaw who sought to restore balance. Balance 
within a cell is referred to as homeostasis. While the organelle you will be randomly 
assigned may be the most ruthless outlaw in all of the Cell, what redeeming qualities 
does your organelle have that provides balance to the cell? 
 
 

Since you are a sheriff, your job is to gather all of the information you can about a WANTED organelle. At the end of 
this adventure, you will need to whip up a WANTED poster to show to the other sheriff’s in town, so that they will 
know how to look for your wanted organelle too! For this project I want you to think America’s Most Wanted-Wild 
West style! 
 

Part 1: First Duties: 
1. What is the due date of this project?  / /  

 
2. Receive your assigned organelle/structure. This will be provided in your briefing from the President (me, 

the teacher)! 

 

Organelle Name:      
Ex: “Nasty” Ned Nucleus, “Rodeo” Ribosome, “Slimy” Cytoplasm. 

 

Part 2: Gather Your Facts: 
To complete your poster (and find your suspect), you will need to gather facts along the way! As you gather facts, 
record the information on your FACT SHEET. You will need to know the following about your organelle: 

 
1. CRIME: What has this organelle done? Be Creative! 

 Why is this organelle "wanted"? In other words, what does it do for 
the cell?  Or, what is the organelle’s function? Ex: “Slimy” Cytoplasm 

got all dried up and didn’t let anything float around in it. Everyone in town 
was stuck in place and food & water couldn’t get around to people who 
needed it. 

 

 

 



 

2. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: What does the organelle look like? How would you know 
if you found the organelle? 

 Provide a description and an actual picture. The picture must be a sketch 
from a sketch artist (hand drawn by you). Remember the more details 
you have, the easier it will be for others to identify!  

 Ex: “Vicious” Vince Vacuole is a large organelle usually filled with food water 
or waste. He is fond of belts with large buckles to “hold everything in.” He can 
be found hanging out in eukaryotic cells. 
 

3. LOCATION: Where should we look for the organelle? 
 Which of the following types of cells is this organelle found in? Make sure 

that you have explored, bacteria (Archaebacteria and Eubacteria), 
Protists, Fungi, Plants, and Animals Ex. “Rodeo” Ribosome can be found 

hanging at the Endoplasmic Saloon or floatin’ about in the cytoplasm. He can 
be found in a prokaryotic or eukaryotic cell town. 

 

4. ACCOMPLICES: Who helps your organelle? 
 In other words, what other organelles/structures in the cell help 

your organelle or depend on your organelle do its job? 
 

5. Dysfunctions: What happens if your organelle malfunctions or is absent from 
the cell? 

 Explain what would happen if your organelle was not part of the 
cell or what would happen if your organelle messed up? What 
diseases or mutations would it cause for the organism?  

 
 
Part 3: The Round-Up: 
Share the information you have discovered by completing a “WANTED” poster for your organelle/structure. The 
poster should include, but is not limited to: 
 

1. A large “WANTED” displayed along with the name of your organelle (large, easy to read letters)…don’t 
forget the reward amount! 

 
2. A hand drawn picture of your organelle /structure. If you really feel you cannot draw, a printed picture will 

be allowed (preferably in color). CREATIVITY in your drawing is encouraged. 
 

3. Descriptive answers (in your own words!) to all 5 questions in Part 2. Please have this handwritten neatly 
or typed in appropriate “Old West Wanted” language and font, and glued to your poster. 
 

4. Add a note about close relationships. Compare your organelle to an everyday object or a job that a person 
might have. [For example: The mitochondria is like the electric company because it provides energy 
to buildings and houses, as the mitochondria provides energy for the cell.] 
 

 
 
 



 

 

* This fact sheet is to be used for planning purposes only.  You will need to 

type up each section and glue it to your Wanted Poster.  Use font and language that would be appropriate 

for a wanted poster.  

CRIME 
Organelle’s Function 

Describe the function (job) of the organelle. 

What does it do for the cell? 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
Organelle’s Appearance 

Describe what the organelle looks like. 

LOCATION 
Where is it? 

In what type of cells can the organelle be 

found? Does it have a specific location in the 

cell? 

ACCOMPLICES 
Organelle’s Help 

What other organelles/structures in the cell 

help your organelle do its job? 

 

Dysfunctions and any other helpful information:



 

  

 

Component 5 4 3 2 0.1 
 
 
 

Creativity 

Poster shows 

excellent effort on 

creativity and a clear 

connection to the 

“WANTED” theme 

Poster shows good 

effort on creativity 

and a clear 

connection to the 

“WANTED” theme 

Poster shows average 

effort on creativity and 

a not so clear 

connection to the 

“WANTED” theme 

Poster shows little 

effort on creativity but 

shows a clear 

connection to the 

“WANTED” 

theme 

Poster shows no effort 

on creativity and no 

clear connection to 

the “WANTED” 

theme 

 
Use of 

Student’s Own 
Words 

Student took the 

information and 

transformed it with 

their own words 

Student transformed 

majority of the 

information into their 

own words 

Students 

transformed an 

average amount of 

the information into 

their own words. 

Student used some of 

their own words but 

much of the information 

was copied 

Student used words 

directly from the book 

or the websites 

Accuracy 
and 

Thorough-
ness of 
Poster 

(Part 1) 

All 5 of the 

questions from 

Part 2 were 

answered 

accurately and 

creatively 

4 of the 5 

questions from 

Part 2 were 

answered 

accurately 

3 of the 5 

questions from 

Part 2 were 

answered 

accurately 

2 of the 5 questions 

from Part 2 were 

answered accurately 

Only 1 of the 5 

questions 

from Part 2 was 

answered accurately 

 
 
 

Mechanics 

The poster contains 

no errors in spelling, 

the grammar is 

correct 

The poster contained 

1-2 errors in spelling 

with correct 

grammar 

The poster contained 

3-4 errors in spelling 

with multiple 

grammatical errors 

The poster contained 

more than 4 spelling 

errors as well as 

multiple grammatical 

errors 

The poster contained 

well over 5 spelling 

errors as well as 

multiple grammatical 

errors 

Visual 
(drawing 

of the 
organelle) 

The drawing of the 

organelle was well 

done and exceptional 

use of Creativity was 

used well 

The drawing of the 

organelle was well 

done, good use of 

creativity 

The drawing of the 

organelle was done 

with average effort 

and minimal use of 

creativity 

The drawing of the 

organelle was messy 

and no creativity was 

used 

The drawing of the 

organelle was messy 

and no creativity was 

used 

 


